[Epithelial advanced ovarian carcinoma in the central region of Tunisia: therapeutic results and prognostic factors on 104 patients].
Between 1994 and 2004, 104 patients with epithelial advanced ovarian cancer were treated in the central region of Tunisia (81 stage III and 23 stage IV). Average age of patients was 54 years. Primary surgery was optimal (residue < 2 cm) in 40 cases (38,5 % of patients). Fifty nine patients were treated with neo adjuvant chemotherapy based on platinum, associated to paclitaxel in 19 % of cases. Interval debulking surgery interested 30 patients and was optimal in 66,7 % of cases. Global survive was 57 % at 2 years and 27 % at 5 years. Survival rate for patients treated with optimal debulking surgery was similar to that of those treated with initial optimal surgery. Prognostic factors for a better survive were : age < 40 years (p < 0,05), stage III (p < 0,01), a normal level of CA125 after surgery (p < 0,01), primary optimal initial surgery (p < 0,02) and response to neoadjuvant chemotherapy (p < 0,01). Prognosis of ovarian carcinoma is worse in Tunisia as like as in the world. In case of extensive tumor, the neoadjuvant chemotherapy before interval debulking surgery permits to improve survive and quality of life in some patients.